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5 Role Play Setups Home
Educating Parents Love

Simple ideas that turn everyday play into meaningful learning.



Helping your child learn through play doesn’t require
complicated resources or hours of preparation.

In fact, some of the most powerful learning experiences
happen when children are simply pretending, exploring, and
making sense of the world around them.

Role play allows children to:
develop communication skills
build confidence
practise problem solving
explore real-life situations
strengthen literacy and numeracy naturally through play

As a home educating parent, role play can become a simple
and flexible way to support learning across multiple subjects
at once.

Here are five easy role play setups you can create at home
using simple items you probably already have.

If you enjoy these ideas, each month inside The Play Based
Learning Club we explore a new role play theme with
activities and printable resources.

You don't need expensive resources, imagination
and everyday items are often the best learning

tools.
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Powerful for Learning
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Children love caring for animals, and a vet surgery setup opens the door to
science, empathy, and problem solving.

Simple setup ideas

Use:
soft toy animals
a small table as the vet desk
bandages or kitchen roll
a notebook for patient records

You could also add:
a toy stethoscope
a box as the animal carrier
a blanket as the examination table

1.The Vet Surgery

Learning opportunities

Science
Talking about animal needs, health and body parts.

Literacy
Writing patient names, symptoms and treatment notes.

Maths
Counting patients or measuring medicine doses.

PSHE
Learning about caring for others and showing kindness.

Play prompt

A dog has hurt its paw.
 How will your child examine the patient and decide how to help?



A travel agency is a fantastic way to bring geography and creativity into
play.

Simple setup ideas

Use:

brochures or travel pictures
maps or a globe
paper to create tickets
a table as the booking desk

Children can pretend to help customers plan
their dream holidays.

2. The Travel Agency 

Learning opportunities

Geography
Exploring countries, climates and landmarks.

Maths
Counting money or calculating travel costs.

Literacy
Writing tickets, passports or holiday plans.

Communication
Asking questions and helping “customers”.

Play prompt

A family wants to visit somewhere hot with a beach.
Where would you recommend and why?



A café setup is brilliant for developing maths, communication and social
skills.

Simple setup ideas

Use:

toy food or real empty packaging
a small table as the café counter
paper menus
play money

Children can take orders, prepare food and
serve customers.

3. The Café or Restaurant

Learning opportunities

Maths
Adding totals and handling money.

Literacy
Reading menus and writing orders.

Social skills
Practising polite conversation and turn-taking.

Problem solving
Handling busy periods or special requests.

Play prompt

Your café has three customers arriving at the same time.
 How will you organise their orders?



This setup helps children explore communication, organisation and early
literacy skills.

Simple setup ideas

Use:

envelopes
scrap paper for letters
a box as the post box
stickers as stamps

Children can sort letters and deliver them
around the house.

4. The Post Office 

Learning opportunities

Literacy
Writing letters or drawing messages.

Maths
Sorting and counting mail.

Geography
Talking about addresses and locations.

Organisation
Sorting letters into piles or delivery routes.

Play prompt

There are lots of letters to deliver today.
 How will you organise them so they reach the right homes?



Perfect for children who love building and problem solving.

Simple setup ideas

Use:

building blocks
cardboard boxes
toy tools
hard hats if you have them
or get outside and build a den

Children can pretend to build houses,
bridges or new buildings.

5. The Construction Site 

Learning opportunities

Design & Technology
Planning and building structures.

Maths
Measuring, counting blocks and comparing sizes.

Science
Exploring balance, weight and stability.

Creativity
Designing their own buildings.

Play prompt

A new bridge needs to be built for toy cars to cross the river.
 How will you design it so it stays strong?



IIf you’d love fresh role play ideas without spending hours planning,
you might enjoy

⭐ The Play Based Learning Club

Each month inside the club you'll receive:

A brand new role play theme
Printable props and resources
Activity ideas for different ages
Learning prompts across multiple subjects
Simple ideas designed for busy home educating families

Role play gives children the freedom to explore ideas at their own
pace.
Instead of sitting at a table completing worksheets, they are:

asking questions
experimenting
communicating
thinking creatively

These are the kinds of experiences that help learning feel natural,
meaningful and enjoyable.

Why Role Play Works So
Well for Learning

Want More Ideas Like
This?

👉 Click here to learn more 

👉 Join our free Play Based Learning Community
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